chunk.xhtml

  
    
      		
        
          Julie Thompson

          jlthompson@tamu.edu

          
            
            Texas A&M Institute for Early Childhood Development & Education

            
            1411 Hensel Drive

            
            Room 201B

            
            College Station, TX 77840
          

        

      
      		
        
          
          [image: Thompson, Julie]
          
        

      
    


  



  
  
    Positions

    
      
      		
        Assistant Professor, 
        
        Educational Psychology
        
        College of Education and Human Development
        
        
      


      
    


  

  

  
  
    Overview

    Julie L. Thompson, PhD, BCBA-D, is Program Chair and Associate Professor of Special Education in the Department of Educational Psychology at Texas A&M University, Director of the Behavioral Learning INterventions for Children (BLINC) Lab, Core Faculty Member of the Institute for Early Childhood Development and Education, and Affiliated Faculty Member of the Center on Disability and Development. A National Board-Certified Exceptional Needs Specialist in Severe and Multiple Disabilities and former classroom teacher for students with autism, she brings firsthand insight into the layered complexities of educating students with autism in schools.



Dr. Thompson's research uses mixed-methods and single-case experimental design to develop and evaluate evidence-based practices for students with autism and extensive support needs, with specialization in academic instruction, early literacy, adapted curriculum, and positive behavior supports. In addition to her research program, she leads practitioner training and ongoing coaching in behavior analytic strategies for classroom instruction. Through Project TAPP, she has trained 2,221 teachers and paraprofessionals in evidence-based autism practices across 258 independent school districts and 9 of 20 regional Education Service Centers in Texas, reaching 13,149 children with autism over the past four years.



Dr. Thompson has served as PI on seven externally funded awards totaling $3,864,799 and Co-PI on four externally funded awards totaling $30.14 million. She has 22 peer-reviewed publications and 69 peer-reviewed presentations, and has mentored 17 doctoral students as chair or co-chair to date. Recent honors include the Texas Association for the Education of Young Children Susan Hargraves Trainer of the Year Award (2025), the Chancellor's Academy of Teacher Educators Award from the Texas A&M System (2024), and the Dr. Deanna and Thomas Yates Faculty Fellowship.

  

  

  
    Education and Training

    
      
      		
        
        Ph.D. in Special Education, 
        
        University of North Carolina at Charlotte - (Charlotte, North Carolina, United States)
        
        2014
      


      
    


  


  
  
    10 Most Recent Publications


    
      
      
        Campbell, A. R., Sallese, M. R., Thompson, J., Fournier, C., & Allen, M.
        (2023).
        Culturally Adapted Social, Emotional, and Behavioral Support for Black Male Learners.

        
        Remedial and Special Education. 
        

        

        
        
        44(6), 
        
        

        
        
        443-456.
        
        

        

        
        Sage Publications.
        

      

      
      
        Campbell, A. R., Sallese, M. R., Thompson, J. L., Burke, M. D., & Allen, M. L.
        (2023).
        Social-Emotional and Behavioral Support for First- and Second-Grade Black Learners at Risk for Emotional and Behavioral Problems.

        
        Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions. 
        

        

        
        
        25(3), 
        
        

        
        
        147-158.
        
        

        

        
        Sage Publications.
        

      

      
      
        Wood, A. L., Root, J. R., Thompson, J. L., & Gilley, D.
        (2022).
        Development of Academic Skills in Childhood.

        

        

        
        Autism Spectrum Disorders.

        
        
        (pp. 205-244).
        
        

        

        
        Taylor & Francis.
        

      

      
      
        Thompson, J. L., Plavnick, J. B., Skibbe, L. E., Bak, M., & Doher, P.
        (2022).
        Beyond Tier Three: Individualized Levels of Support During Headsprout Early Reading Instruction for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder..

        
        Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. 
        

        

        
        
        52(5), 
        
        

        
        
        2132-2148.
        
        

        

        
        Springer Nature.
        

      

      
      
        Lee, S., Woltering, S., Prickett, C., Shi, Q., Sun, H., & Thompson, J. L.
        (2022).
        Exploring the Associations between Reading Skills and Eye Movements in Elementary Children's Silent Sentence Reading.

        
        Reading Psychology. 
        

        

        
        
        43(1), 
        
        

        
        
        85-103.
        
        

        

        
        Taylor & Francis.
        

      

      
      
        Pierson, L. M., Thompson, J. L., Ganz, J. B., Wattanawongwan, S., Haas, A. N., & Yllades, V.
        (2021).
        Coaching Parents of Children With Developmental Disabilities to Implement a Modified Dialogic Reading Intervention Using Low Technology via Telepractice..

        
        American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology. 
        

        

        
        
        30(1), 
        
        

        
        
        119-136.
        
        

        

        
        American Speech Language Hearing Association.
        

      

      
      
        Laxmidas, K., Avra, C., Wilcoxen, C., Wallace, M., Spivey, R., Ray, S., ... Hammond, T.
        (2021).
        CommBo: Modernizing Augmentative and Alternative Communication.

        
        International Journal of Human-Computer Studies. 
        

        

        
        
        145, 
        
        

        
        
        102519-102519.
        
        

        

        
        Elsevier.
        

      

      
      
        Haas, A., Vannest, K., Thompson, J. L., Fuller, M. C., & Wattanawongwan, S.
        (2020).
        Peer-Mediated Instruction and Academic Outcomes for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders: A Comparison of Quality Indicators.

        
        Mentoring & Tutoring. 
        

        

        
        
        28(5), 
        
        

        
        
        625-642.
        
        

        

        
        Taylor & Francis.
        

      

      
      
        Perihan, C., Burke, M., Bowman-Perrott, L., Bicer, A., Gallup, J., Thompson, J., & Sallese, M.
        (2020).
        Effects of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for Reducing Anxiety in Children with High Functioning ASD: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis..

        
        Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. 
        

        

        
        
        50(6), 
        
        

        
        
        1958-1972.
        
        

        

        
        Springer Nature.
        

      

      
      
        Goodnight, C. I., Wood, C. L., & Thompson, J. L.
        (2020).
        Effects of in-service and coaching to increase teachers' use of research-based strategies in beginning reading.

        
        Preventing School Failure. 
        

        

        
        
        64(1), 
        
        

        
        
        67-76.
        
        

        

        
        Taylor & Francis.
        

      

      
    

  

  

  
  
    Current Grant Funding

      
      
        
        Project NEST: Nurturing Environments for Success Together, Texas Workforce Commission - (Austin, Texas, United States)
        
         Co-Principal Investigator (Co-PI) 
        
        
        (2025 - 2027)
        
        
      

      
  

  

  
  
    Awards And Honors

      
      
        
        Susan Hargraves Trainer of the Year Award
        

        
         conferred by Texas Association for the Education of Young Children (TXAEYC) - (Texas, United States)
        

        

        
        2025
        
      

      
      
        
        Chancellor's Academy of Teachers Educators Award
        

        
         conferred by Texas A&M University - (College Station, Texas, United States)
        

        

        
        2024
        
      

      
      
        
        Yates Faculty Fellow
        

        
         conferred by Texas A&M University - (College Station, Texas, United States)
        

        

        
        2020
        
      

      
      
        
        Department of Educational Psychology Outstanding Research Award
        

        
         conferred by Texas A&M University - (College Station, Texas, United States)
        

        

        
        2019
        
      

      
      
        
        CEHD Early Career Research Excellence Award
        

        
         conferred by Texas A&M University - (College Station, Texas, United States)
        

        

        
        2019
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    Julie Thompson's profile https://scholars.library.tamu.edu/vivo/display/n939296a5
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